


INTRODUCTION:

Cricket Council USA, since 2007, has been highly engaged in spreading awareness about cricket, 
one of the world's most popular sports, in the USA. It is the second most watched sport and the 
third highest paid sport in the world. Most of the viewers of cricket are from South Asia, the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŜǘŎΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ a!v όMahammadAhmed 
Qureshi) made it his mission to increase the viewership here in the United States with 
tournaments such as the US Cricket Open. 

Did you know that the United States has a national cricket team? In fact, most people do not. For 
many years, the USA national team has participated in the ICC Qualifiers but has not qualified for 
the World Cup yet with its ranking in previous years. Therefore, to strengthen the national team, 
CCUSA began to increase awareness and knowledge about the game in the US. It included rules 
and regulations about the game and how to play it. All of this was done in the hopes of 
discovering new talent and producing better players who will eventually help to strengthen the 
team and qualify for the World Cup.

In 1844, Cricket was popular in the United States; however, due to the longevity of the games it 
lost its viewership. Cricket matches span from three to five days, which is much longer than a 
typical sporting game here in the US which lasts for a maximum of three hours. Hence, MAQ 
Qureshibecame the founder of T20 cricket in the US under the umbrella of Cricket Council USA 
in 1999.



INTRODUCTION:

He founded T20 cricket in America when he assembled some top cricketers in 1999, took them to 
Dania Beach and played the format that is now the most popular in the world. This all started 
with an idea that Qureshiwanted to fit the long game of cricket into a package that would be 
enjoyed by Americans who love the fast pace. More than that he was concerned that those in 
the diaspora were not getting time to watch and play the game they love so much because of 
work commitments. This new format meant the matches will consist of twenty overs and be 
finished within three to four hours. Therefore, he decided to spend his money to bring the 
cricketers in to advertise the sport in America, and today it is the most popular format.

Each year Cricket Council USA hosts an annual US Cricket Open Tournament. In 2008, we hosted 
our very first tournament, which only had four teams participating; however, this tournament 
successfully parked attention around the US and with every year, it has grown more. All the 
games are broadcasted on live tv with audiences from places like India, Pakistan, and Australia. 
This year marks the 15th anniversary of the beginning of this tournament that is very dear to our 
company. Below is a description of this event conducting every year from 2008 until now and the 
details of its success.



US OPEN 2008

Before the actual US cricket open, MAQ and his team pre-launched the event with the MAQT20 
tournament. This was an exhibition of the US cricket open for the local Americans which was 
going to happen next year. The event acted as a way for MAQ and his team to explain the nitty
gritty of the US cricket open tournament. 

The event was funded by the Cricket Council USA(CCUSA), a non-sanctioned organization with no 
affiliation with United States of America Cricket Association (USACA), which was reinstated as an 
associate member of the ICC on April 1st after a year of suspension. The tickets ranged only from 
$10 to $20 with free general admission for kids on two of the three days. As Nino Diloreto, the 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŀ ŦƻǊ //{¦{! ǎŀƛŘΣ άhǳǊ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŀǎ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΣ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦέ

The US cricket open's journey began in 2008 with the MAQT20 cricket tournament conducted in 
Florida on 23rd May. It consisted of three days of matches with ethnic concerts during Memorial 
Day long. It attracted 30,000 fans to Central Broward Regional Park, which was a new stadium 
near Fort Lauderdale. The opening ceremony for the first cricket game in the cricket stadium was 
on May 23rd, 2008. MaqT20 was recognized by the US Congress as the first international cricket 
game. That tournament was played by four teams for a prize money of $75,000 with 
participation of Pakistan, managed by Captain JavedMiandad. The West Indies team was 
managed by Richard Richardson, the Indian team by Mohammad Azharuddin, and the Canadian 
cricket team was managed by the Canadian cricket board. 
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The first ball in the opening ceremony was played by ZishawnQureshi, son of MAQ. He was only 
10 years old at that time and JavedMiandadthrew the first ball to him. He was the youngest 
player ever to play in the international MAQT20 cricket game. Qureshiwas also known as a left-
arm spinner and a right-hand batter.

The champions were the West Indies team and Canada team the runner ups. The event was an 
enormous success as the Washington Tigers Club lauded MAQ for conducting the first MAQT20 
International tournament in the US.
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In 2009, the United Statessaw a flurry of activity in the world of cricket. Thefirst edition of US
CricketOpentournament was a major event, held for the first time in Americansports history.
The tournament saw ten qualifying teams, including top international, national, and local
players,andnine TeamUSAplayerswere amongthe historic field.
In the 2009U.SOpen,ZishawnQureshiplayedat 11 yearsold, beingthe youngestplayerever to
play in the international and national cricket in the U.S open. A Broward County newspaper
authoreda big story about ZishawnQureshi, beingthe youngestplayer.
Theteamsparticipating includedthe NewyorkBedesseeDestroyers,U.STigers,WashingtonRed
skins, and Washington Tigers. The Washington Tigerswon the toss and elected to bat first.
Poweredby RashardMarshall who scored47 runs and CaptainDawoodAhmadwho scored30
runs, the championswere the WashingtonTigerteam. Theywere presentedwith a cashprizeof
$10,000by the CEOMAQ. Both the Tigersand runner upsthe NewyorkDestroyersstormed their
way through a highlycompetitive field of ten finalists.
Eachteam wasbolsteredby membersof the USANationalTeam. TheWashingtonTigersandUSA
member,RashardMarshall,earnedMost ValuablePlayerof the U.S. CricketOpenTournamentby
scoringthe most runs (162) over the three daysof competition and muscling5 Sixersin the final
match. Marshall'steammate on both the Tigersand TeamUSA,Tim Allen washonored asFinals
Most ValuablePlayerfor his all-aroundperformance,includinghis excellentbowling (5 wickets/4
overs). SteveMassiah, Captainof TeamUSAand playingfor the ChampionTigers,acknowledged
the celebrating fans during the awards presentation and thanked Cricket Council USA for
establishing "this well-organized, historic and competitive U.S. Cricket Open." Steve's USA
teammates,Imran Awan, CarlWright, GowkaranRoopnraineand UsmanShuja, were all vital to
the successof the ChampionWashingtonTigers.
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The New York BedesseeDestroyers rallied midway through their inning behind ZaheerSaffie
(30runs) and Dennis Evans (20 runs). Three batters later, George Adams (22 runs) made a 
remarkable run before the Destroyers fell short. Managers Chubb and Lester
Hooper relied on the skills of a speedy and aggressive team, which included USA Team members 
Captain Barrington Bartley, AkeenDobson, Kevin Darlington, and Orlando Baker. Hooper was 
proud of staking his team's place in American sports history: "On behalf of Mr. Bedesseeand The 
BedesseeDestroyers, I would like to thank Cricket Council USA for providing the opportunity to 
be part of a wonderful tournament. Although we came up short, the experience gained from 
such a tournament provides our players the opportunity to grow and contribute to the growth of 
cricket in the United States."
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The Second US Cricket Open 2010 was highly anticipated from 3rd to 5th December. This open-
formatted cricket tournament was organized by Cricket Council USA (CCUSA), a leading sports 
and entertainment management company, in South Florida. The tournament saw 17 teams from 
across the United States, 2 teams from England, 1 team from Jamaica participating, more than 27 
international players, 12 Team USA members, and many American-born Under-19 players were 
spread throughout the competing teams. The tournament's winning team received the 
impressive championship trophy and a prize check of $25,000.

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀǇŦǊƻƎƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
doubled from ten to twenty teams this year. Likewise, the prize money has trumped from 
$10,000 to $25,000 as of this year. But more importantly, the number of American communities 
involved this year have skyrocketed. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¦{ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴ ¦{ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ Lǘ ƘŀŘ ŦƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ 
consisting of New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, California. It featured players from the USA 
national Cricket team who recently beat Canada to qualify for the next Women's World Cup. The 
Connecticut Tri-State Lynx Women's Cricket Team forever etched their names into a new chapter 
of American sports history by winning the First US Women's Cricket Open Championship at the 
Cricket Stadium in Lauderhill, Florida on October 10, 2010. Led by Coach Linden Fraser and 
Manager Basil Butcher Jr., the Lady Lynx dominated the NewyorkWarriors 58 to 57 in the 
Championship Match of this historic Women's Open.
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The Lynx overwhelmed all their opponents for three days with their deadly combination of speed 
and power, and the Finals Match was no different. Lynx bowlers TriholderMarshall 2 for 10 and 
IndomatieGoordial-John 1 for 12 silenced the Warrior bats allowing only 57 runs. The Lynx 
powerhouse bats were led by Monique Mathee 35 not out and Karen Bayles7 not out. As the 
winner of the inaugural US Women's Cricket Open Champion, the Connecticut Tri-State Lynx 
were awarded the Championship Trophy and First Prize check of $3,000 by MahammadQureshi
of Cricket Council USA and T20 Energy Drinks. In their pre-US Women's Open team profile, Lynx 
Coach Fraser confidently stated, "that the Lynx were the leading women's cricket program in the 
country." The Connecticut Tri-State Lynx have certainly backed up their coach's statement by 
winning the big one. The Lady Lynx Cricketers now rule the USA as the First US Women's Cricket 
Open Champion.
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The 3rd Annual US Cricket Open was held in December of 2011. Records were broken with 32 
teams participating, including former international, national, and local players. This tournament 
was the richest T20 tournament in North America, with prize money of $50,000. In 2011, CCUSA 
increased the cash prizes in the US Open to $100,000. This edition also had 32 teams 
participating, which was more than in the previous editions. 
Trinidad and Tobago region were the champions of this edition of the US cricket open. 
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