


Wesley cricket stadium in Tampa hosted the MCL MAQ (Mahammad Ahmed Qureshi) T20
President’s Cup to mark the start of the season for Cricket Council USA (CCUSA).
CCUSA was excited to announce that the first ever President’s Cup in Tampa will bowl off
on March 13 and action went on into March 14. Some of the best cricketers in the country
lined up to compete in what was expected to be the showpiece cricket event in Tampa.
Four teams took part and looked to walk away with cash prizes in the range of US$10,000.
Over the past few weeks, teams have been holding their tryouts to get their best squads to
compete in a tournament that will get international coverage because of MaqTv.

Squads:
Four teams of 15 players each which represented different zones in the country fell under
the CCUSA umbrella. The teams that took part in the first edition of the tournament are:
Samp Army, Maq Stars, Tampa Rebels and Tampa Tigers.
Maq Stars was a combination of some of the best players from around the country. This
team was led by Zishawn Qureshi who just recently got picked up by the Elland Cricket
Club to play in the domestic leagues in England. The Tampa Rebels and Tampa Tigers are
two teams from the Tampa area but invited players from outside that jurisdiction to
bolster the squad. Samp Army, who debuted at the prestigious US Open T20, also
continued their development at this tournament.



Format:
The four teams played a round-robin phase with the top two finishers making it to the
final. On the opening day there were four matches and to signal the start of the
tournament were Tampa Tigers and Samp Army. Four matches took place on day one, each
team getting in two games. The teams then returned on March 14, day two to each play
their final preliminary round match, before the top two teams were driven. Then they
moved on to play the final which was carded for 2pm.







The annual Major Cricket League (MCL) President’s Cup 2022 tournament took place from
February 18th to 20th in Pasco County in Tampa.

This tournament fell under the umbrella of Cricket Council USA (CCUSA) and was the
second of its kind in the US. The tournament was the first that will be held by CCUSA for
the new year and all teams were invited to take part. Those who were interested in taking
part in the tournament got in by visiting CCUSA’s website www.cricketcouncilusa.com. The
cost of coming on board the tournament has been set at $1,000.

Chairman of CCUSA Mahammad Qureshi said that the tournament was one that was
expected to lift cricket in the Tampa area. “We are looking forward to this tournament. It
will be our first for the new year, as we look to push our agenda to build cricket in the
United States. We had a successful US Open 2021 tournament and are expecting a good
President’s Cup. We have seen the results of this tournament being held in Tampa already
and we are looking forward to seeing greater growth in the area.” The tournament saw
eight teams vying for cash prizes.

All matches from the three-day tournament were shown live on MaqTv which has a
massive global cricket audience.









Titan Scorpions repeated as champions of the Tampa MCL tournament when they got the 
better of newcomers Gladiators by five wickets in a tense final at Wesley Chapel in Tampa, 
Florida last Sunday.

Tampa won the second tournament held in 2022 following in the footsteps of Samp Army 
who claimed the initial title in 2019. Led admirably by Chitranjan Singh Rathod, the Titan 
boys played unbeaten in the tournament to walk away with the US$6,000 first prize.
Titans had earlier played the Gladiators in the first game of the tournament and took the 
victory in a Super Over. Titans Gladiators won the toss and decided to take first strike in 
the finals. Prannav Chettipalayam got them off to a rapid start as he cracked 31 before 
being dismissed in the fifth over with the score on 45. He faced 19 balls, hitting three sixes 
and a four. After he left wickets fell regularly and despite 25 from the inform Gauranshu
Sharma and 21 from Rizwan Mazar, their final score of 132/8 was always going to be 
inadequate.



Gladiators needed to take quick wickets and at 47/5 in the ninth-over they were in the 
game. However, wicketkeeper/batter Nikil Kanchan proved to be too much as he scored an 
unbeaten 78 that took his team to a five-wicket victory with five balls to spare in the 17-
over encounter. He and Omari Williams posted an unbroken sixth wicket stand of 86 runs 
that took the Titans home.
Kanchan ended on 78 not out off 47 balls with four sixes and six fours. Williams made 20 
not out and proved to be the perfect foil. For his efforts Kanchan was named player of the 
final and player of the tournament.






