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"A Cricket Night to Remember" is the name of the concerts that followed the first two 
days, featuring Caribbean and south Asian artists. The event was the first of four 
Twenty20 tournaments planned by CCUSA (Cricket Council USA) for 2008. On August 
16th, the Azadi Cup marked the Indo-Pak Independence Day and aimed to attract some 
high-profile subcontinental players to Central Broward Regional Park, recently 
c o m p l e t e d  a n d  f u n d e d  b y  p u b l i c  m o n e y  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $ 7 1  m i l l i o n .

The MAQ T20 Cricket Tournament began in Florida on May 23rd, 2008, with two matches - 
one featuring a Pakistan All Star XI led by Javed Miandad and the other featuring a World 
XI All Star team led by Mohammed Azharuddin. The event lasted three days and included 
an evening of musical entertainment on May 24th billed by the promoters as "A cricket 
night to remember.”

The MAQT20 was organized by Cricket Council USA, an unofficial and independent body 
committed to promoting cricket in the USA. Run by the self-proclaimed "Founder of 2020 
cricket in USA" - Mahammad "MAQ" Qureshi, the MAQT20 marked the first event of such 
a magnitude at the Lauderhill cricket stadium. It aimed to attract 30,000 fans over three 
days to Central Broward Regional Park, a new cricket stadium, near Fort Lauderdale.
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With four teams competing for $75,000 in prize money, the Memorial Day tournament 
attracted an impressive list of names from cricket's past and present. On May 23rd, 
following an opening ceremony, Miandad's Pakistan All Star team played against the 
West Indies team captained by Richie Richardson and Azhar's World All Stars played 
against Canadian XI captained by Zubin Sukari. Miandad's team included international 
cricketers Faisal Iqbal (Miandad's nephew) and Yasir Hameed Qureshi; ICL Pakistan 
Players - Imran Farhat, Imran Nazir, Hasan Raza, and Mohammad Sami. The team also 
included a handful of locals including FSCL President Rizwan Ahmed, Shehzar 
Mohammad and Taha Syed of Texas, and Bader Choudhry of Maryland. West Indies team 
included former West Indies great Richie Richardson, some West Indies international 
cricketers Philo Wallace, Stuart Williams, Franklyn Rose, Hamish Anthony, and 
Courtney Browne; as well as first class cricketers Shawn Findlay and Carlitos Lopez.
prospect.

In recognition of Mahammad Qureshi's efforts, the Broward County issued a 
proclamation declaring May 23rd, 2008, as "Cricket Appreciation Day." In another 
development, Hon. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Congresswoman from Florida told the 
House of Representatives on May 14th about how the event demonstrates the cultural 
melting pot of USA. She further informed the House that she welcomed the players and 
fans who would be coming to Lauderhill to enjoy world-class cricket.
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The Washington Tigers Club lauded MAQ for conducting the first MAQ T20 tournament 
in the United States.

The World All Star team was a motley but extremely talented bunch of cricketers. Led by 
the classy Azharuddin, the team included his 16-year son Mohammad Ayaz Uddin and 
10-year-old Zishawn Qureshi! Rashid Latif was a surprise inclusion in the World team. 
Playing alongside them was av17 year old Vaibhav Nayar who was deemed a bright USA 
prospect.

The Canadian team featured several members of their national ODI squad. The team 
comprised Abdool Samad, Trevin Bastiampillai, Arvind Kandappah, Geoff Barnett 
(Canadian who also plays in NZ), Umar Bhatti (who is known for his hat-trick comprising 
entirely of lbw’s at the 2006 ICC), Qaiser Ali, Steven Welsh, Mohsin Mulla, Sunil 
Dhaniram, Sohem Anjaria, Sanjay Thuraisingham and Rustum Bhatti. Notable 
absentees were Ashish Bagai and John Davison who scored the third fastest fifty in 
World Cup history.

Reserved grandstand seating $10 Friday, $20 Saturday, and Sunday; general admission 
free Friday, $10 Saturday, and Sunday, $20 after 5 p.m. on Saturday; VIP concert seating 
$75. Bobby Refaie, former Secretary of USACA (United States of America Cricket 
Association), was the President of Tournament Operations.
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BROWARD COUNTY STADIUM

MAQ QURESHI
HONOR OF FIRST CRICKET STADIUM

IN SOUTH FLORIDA USA
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The Main Event Field was designed with cricket in mind. It features a large circular grass 
field, 167 yards (153 meters) diameter. Surrounding it is a 5,000-seat stadium and large 
berms capable of holding 15,000 more. It also features stadium lighting and a luxury 
viewing area. It was the first venue in the United States officially certified by the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) for One Day International (ODI) play.

The stadium was the first U.S. cricket pitch to receive certification by the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) to host international matches; it hosted its first international 
Twenty20 series in 2010, featuring New Zealand and Sri Lanka. In September 2019, the 
stadium hosted the United States’ first-ever One Day International (ODI) series, which 
included the United States’ first ODI victory.

Central Broward Park &amp; Broward County Stadium, formerly Central Broward 
Regional Park and Central Broward Stadium, is a large county park in Lauderhill, Florida, 
and the only dedicated cricket stadium in the United States. It is owned and operated by 
Broward County. It opened on November 9, 2007, at a construction cost of $70 million. It 
is at the corner of US 441 and State Road 838 (Sunrise Blvd.).
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The first organized cricket event held there was a Twenty20 cricket tournament, the 
Martin Luther King Twenty20 Cricket Tournament (MLK T20), from January 18–20, 2008. 
The event featured local players from India, Pakistan, and the West Indies. The first 
international tournament hosted was another Twenty20 tournament, the MAQ T20 
International Cricket Tournament, on May 23–25, 2008. That event featured teams from 
Canada, Pakistan, the West Indies, and the rest of the world, including former superstars 
such as Javed Miandad, Richie Richardson, and Mohammed Azharuddin.

The park also hosted the first full cricket international matches on American soil, a two-
match Twenty20 series between New Zealand and Sri Lanka, on May 22 and May 23, 2010. 
The series was drawn 1-1, a low-scoring affair (the highest total by either team was New 
Zealand&#39;s 120/7 in the first game), with a healthy and supportive crowd, as well as 
the fine-quality facilities (allowing for the exception of substandard lighting, which 
resulted in the cancellation of an originally scheduled night match).

On June 30 and July 1, 2012, New Zealand and the West Indies played 2 T20 
Internationals at this ground, with the Windies winning both matches convincingly. In 
2016, the West Indies- based Caribbean Premier League played multiple matches at the 
park during the second half of July.
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Only one match produced a result, with the second match ending in a no result due to 
rain and a technical delay. In the first match of the series, India’s KL Rahul scored the 
second fastest T20I century off only 46 balls, eventually finishing on 110 not out for the 
highest international score in the venue’s history. The two teams also posted the highest 
international innings totals in the venue’s history, with the West Indies winning by one 
run (245/6 off 20 overs against 244/4 off 20 overs) thanks to Evin Lewis’ own century (100 
off 49 balls).

On August 2, 2016, India and the West Indies announced that they would play a two-
match T20 series on August 27 and 28, marking India’s first international matches on 
American soil, as an addendum to India’s tour of the Caribbean. Ahead of the start of the 
series, Indian coach and retired star leg-spin bowler Anil Kumble said about the park, “I 
certainly didn’t expect the facilities to be as good as what it is in the United States. I 
certainly felt that it could be a makeshift. I had heard about Florida and this ground, but 
very impressed with the facilities that we have seen today.”
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In September 2019, the venue hosted the United States Tri-Nation Series, part of the 
2019–22 ICC Cricket World Cup League 2 - marking the first One Day International (ODI) 
matches to ever be held in the United States, and the U.S. national team’s first-ever ODI 
win.

In 2019, it also played host to two of the three T20I matches in the T20I Series in a tour of 
the West Indies by India.[14] The first T20I held on August 3, 2019, was a low scoring 
match between the teams. India opted to field first and restricted West Indies to a total of 
95. India struggled to get there but managed to win the match by 4 wickets.[15] The 
second T20I, held on the next day was won by the Indian cricket team by 22 runs (D/L 
Method) in a match which had its second innings curtailed due to lightning and heavy 
rain.

It also hosted two T20I matches between the West Indies and Bangladesh in August 
2018.
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